The Credentials Of Jesus
Matthew 7:15-20
Matthew 7:15-20 - "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs
from thistles, are they? So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. So then, you will know them by their fruits.
Introduction:
A. There are many who claim to be somebody great.
B. Jesus is the only one to have all the proper credentials to our Lord and Savior!
C. These credentials include the following:
I. Prophecies From The Old Testament
A. From the book of Matthew
1. He would be born in Bethlehem - Mat 2:6; Mic 5:2
Matthew 2:6 - 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER WHO
WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.'"
Micah 5:2 - "But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One
will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of
eternity."
2. He would be called out of Egypt - Mat 2:15; Hos 11:1
Matthew 2:15 - He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."
Hosea 11:1 - When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son.
3. He would be called a Nazarene - Mat 2:23
Matthew 2:23 - and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the
prophets: "He shall be called a Nazarene."
B. From the book of John
1. Soldiers would gamble for His clothing - Jn 19:23, 24; Psa 22:18
John 19:23-24 - Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and made four
parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. 24
So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be"; this
was to fulfill the Scripture:, "THEY DIVIDED MY OUTER GARMENTS AMONG THEM, AND
FOR MY CLOTHING THEY CAST LOTS."
Psalms 22:18 - They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
2. No bones would be broken - Jn 19:33, 36; Exo 12:46
John 19:33 - but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.
John 19:36 - For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, "NOT A BONE OF HIM SHALL BE
BROKEN."

Exodus 12:46 - "It is to be eaten in a single house; you are not to bring forth any of the flesh outside of the
house, nor are you to break any bone of it.
3. They would look upon Him they had pierced - Jn 19:37; Zec 12:10
John 19:37 - And again another Scripture says, "THEY SHALL LOOK ON HIM WHOM THEY
PIERCED."
Zechariah 12:10 - "I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn
for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping
over a firstborn.
II. Voice From Heaven - Matt 17:5
Matthew 17:5 - While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice
out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!"
A. The father from heaven
1. He declared that Jesus was His Son in whom He is well pleased
2. He made it clear that He is the one to be heard! - Ref. Heb 1:1-3
Hebrews 1:1-3 - God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many
ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins,
He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
B. The law and the prophets
1. Jesus fulfilled the Law - Mat 5:17, 18; Col 2:14
Matthew 5:17 - "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to
fulfill.
Matthew 5:18 - "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke
shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Colossians 2:14 - having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was
hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
2. The prophets all pointed to Jesus. No prophet today has the credential voice from heaven!
III. His Power
A. The division among the crowd - Jn 7:25-31
John 7:25-31 - So some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, "Is this not the man whom they are
seeking to kill? Look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. The rulers do
not really know that this is the Christ, do they? However, we know where this man is from; but
whenever the Christ may come, no one knows where He is from." Then Jesus cried out in the
temple, teaching and saying, "You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not
come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know. I know Him, because I am
from Him, and He sent Me." So they were seeking to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on
Him, because His hour had not yet come. But many of the crowd believed in Him; and they were
saying, "When the Christ comes, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has,
will He?"

1. Some doubted that He was the Christ to come
2. Others questioned how can anyone out perform what He has done - vs 31
B. His credentials
1. He healed the blind, lame, lepers, and raised the dead
2. Demons feared Him - Mat 8:28-34
Matthew 8:28-34 - When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two men who were
demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so extremely violent that
no one could pass by that way. And they cried out, saying, "What business do we have with each
other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?" Now there was a herd of
many swine feeding at a distance from them. The demons began to entreat Him, saying, "If You are
going to cast us out, send us into the herd of swine." And He said to them, "Go!" And they came out
and went into the swine, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and perished in
the waters. The herdsmen ran away, and went to the city and reported everything, including what had
happened to the demoniacs. And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw
Him, they implored Him to leave their region.
IV. His Words
A. He spoke like no other
1. He spoke with authority - Mat 7:28, 29
Matthew 7:28-29 - When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was
teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.
2. Some were afraid to lay a hand on Him for the way He spoke - Jn 7:45, 46
John 7:45-46 - The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, "Why did you
not bring Him?" The officers answered, "Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks."
B. His words were without flaw - Mat 22:15-46; Mk 12:13-37
Matthew 22:15-46 - Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap Him in what He
said. \And they *sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know
that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial
to any. "Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?" But
Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? Show Me the
coin used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius. And He *said to them, "Whose
likeness and inscription is this?" They *said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He *said to them, "Then
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's." And hearing
this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away. On that day some Sadducees (who say
there is no resurrection) came to Jesus and questioned Him, asking, "Teacher, Moses said, 'IF A
MAN DIES HAVING NO CHILDREN, HIS BROTHER AS NEXT OF KIN SHALL MARRY
HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP CHILDREN FOR HIS BROTHER.' Now there were seven brothers
with us; and the first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his brother; so also
the second, and the third, down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman died. In the resurrection,
therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had married her." But Jesus answered
and said to them, "You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in
the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But
regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: 'I AM
THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF JACOB'? He is
not the God of the dead but of the living." When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His
teaching. But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered

themselves together. One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, "Teacher, which is
the great commandment in the Law?" And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD
YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL
YOUR MIND.' This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' On these two commandments depend the whole
Law and the Prophets." Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a
question: "What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" They *said to Him, "The son of
David." He *said to them, "Then how does David in the Spirit call Him 'Lord,' saying, 'THE
LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES
BENEATH YOUR FEET"'? If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is He his son?" No one was able
to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that day on to ask Him another question.
Mark 12:13-37 - Then they *sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order to trap Him in a
statement. They *came and *said to Him, "Teacher, we know that You are truthful and defer to no
one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax
to Caesar, or not? Shall we pay or shall we not pay?" But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to
them, "Why are you testing Me? Bring Me a denarius to look at." They brought one. And He *said
to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" And they said to Him, "Caesar's." And Jesus said
to them, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." And
they were amazed at Him. Some Sadducees (who say that there is no resurrection) *came to Jesus,
and began questioning Him, saying, "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that IF A MAN'S BROTHER
DIES and leaves behind a wife AND LEAVES NO CHILD, HIS BROTHER SHOULD MARRY
THE WIFE AND RAISE UP CHILDREN TO HIS BROTHER. There were seven brothers; and
the first took a wife, and died leaving no children. The second one married her, and died leaving
behind no children; and the third likewise; and so all seven left no children. Last of all the woman
died also. In the resurrection, when they rise again, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had
married her." Jesus said to them, "Is this not the reason you are mistaken, that you do not
understand the Scriptures or the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But regarding the fact that the dead
rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the burning bush, how
God spoke to him, saying, 'I AM THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, and
the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead, but of the living; you are greatly mistaken. One
of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well,
asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?" Jesus answered, "The foremost is,
'HEAR, O ISRAEL! THE LORD OUR GOD IS ONE LORD; AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH
ALL YOUR MIND, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.' The second is this, 'YOU SHALL
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other commandment greater than
these." The scribe said to Him, "Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that HE IS ONE, AND
THERE IS NO ONE ELSE BESIDES HIM; AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART
AND WITH ALL THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO
LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS HIMSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."
When Jesus saw that he had answered intelligently, He said to him, "You are not far from the
kingdom of God." After that, no one would venture to ask Him any more questions. And Jesus
began to say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of
David? David himself said in the Holy Spirit, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY

RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET."' David himself calls
Him 'Lord'; so in what sense is He his son?" And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him.
1. The Scribes and Pharisees were trying to catch Him in His words
2. They were no match for His divine wisdom of the word
V. His Resurrection
A. Proof of the resurrection
1. The eyewitness accounts - 1 Cor 15:3-8
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 - For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He
appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some
have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one
untimely born, He appeared to me also.
2. The boldness of Peter - Acts 4:8-14
Acts 4:8-14 - Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people, if we
are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well, let it be
known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene,
whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead--by this name this man stands here before you
in good health. He is the STONE WHICH WAS REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but
WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is
no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved. Now as
they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and
untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. And
seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in reply.
B. Benefits of the resurrection -1 Cor 15:55-58
1 Corinthians 15:55-58 - "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR
STING?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the
Lord.
1. Death has been swallowed up in victory!
2. Our labor is not in vain in the Lord! - Ref. 2 Ti 4:6-8
2 Timothy 4:6-8 - For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Conclusion:
A. All other would-be prophets fall short when their credentials are compared to Jesus!
B. This gives us great confidence in Jesus with whom we have invested our faith
C. The faith we have in Jesus is our great confidence -1 Jn 5:13
1 John 5:13 - These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you
may know that you have eternal life.

